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Bishop nursed the tow plane at reduced power to a
safe altitude. He then towed the student's glider across
the runway at 90 degrees, and finally positioned the
two craft at 600-foot of altitude on a base leg for the
approach to landing. When the student was positioned
for a safe landing, Tom had the young pilot release the
tow rope, and he positioned his tow plane out of the
glider's way so the student could land on the initial solo
with an unobstructed view of the runway. Bishop then
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circled the airport and landed his disabled aircraft past “Al |
the glider, saving not only the glider pilot's life, but his

own. Around

The Citation to accompany the Silver Medal of Valor
states that it was awarded for "conspicuous heroic
action at the risk of life above and beyond the call of
duty" and was presented to Lt. Col. Bishop by Major
General Antonio Pineda, former CAP National
Commander. As the citation reads, General Pineda
proclaimed "Colonel Bishop's quick thinking, heroic
action and willingness to risk his own life to save
others, reflects great credit upon himself, the Texas
Wing and Civil Air Patrol." T e —
Serwng Wlse .
Tom Bishop is an active Wise County citizen, having County since 1906
been involved over the years as a deputy sheriff, an
investigator for the county attorney's office, a U.S.
customs officer, a chief of police and now a reserve
police officer. His love for flying and for teaching young
people about aviation has made him a seminal leader
in an organization responsible for supporting other U.S.
agencies in times of national disasters while influencing
the lives of thousands of young Americans.
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